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NCAA Puts San Francisco  

On Probation for Two Years 
 Athletes spent over $13,000 in scholarship money to improperly buy textbooks 

 The school self-reported a number of infractions in the case dating back to 2006 

 U of San Fran. Lost a Men’s Basketball scholarship in 2008-09 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- The NCAA has decided to put the University of San Francisco on 
probation for two years after more than a dozen athletes spent more than $13,000 in 
scholarship money to improperly buy textbooks. 
 
The NCAA says the school will be on probation until June 2012, but decided against a harsher 
penalty. It agreed with the school's decision to drop a men's basketball scholarship in 2008-09 
and said nearly $28,000 must be donated to charity -- an amount that reflects twice the total of 
the money spent on the textbooks. 
 
The school self-reported a number of infractions in the case back in 2006. It said athletes from 
12 teams -- unaware they were violating NCAA rules -- made purchases averaging 
approximately $135 that included non-required textbooks and school supplies. 
The NCAA says 108 student-athletes were involved in the improper purchases. And in 2006-07, 
six men's basketball players made long-distance calls using a university access code assigned to 
the former head coach. 
 
Read more: 
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/2010/basketball/ncaa/06/17/usf.probation.ap/index.html#ixzz
0rhELBT9q 

 
Internal Audit: 
The institution's audit revealed that 108 student-athletes who participated in 12 of the 
institution's 14 varsity sports programs impermissibly purchased (with book-related 
grant-in-aid funds) $13,907.48 worth of materials, specifically $13,128.49 worth of 
non-required textbooks and $778.99 worth of non-required course supplies and 
miscellaneous items. The non-required textbooks included textbooks for classes in 
which the student-athletes were not enrolled, optional course textbooks and multiple 
copies of textbooks. The non-required course supplies included such items as pens, 
pencils, paper, highlighters, notebooks, folders, binders and note cards; and the 
miscellaneous items included such items as magazines, greeting cards, lanyards, 
bottled water, batteries and candy. 
 
NCAA Bylaw:  

Title:15.2.3 - Books. 

A member institution may provide a student-athlete financial aid that covers the actual 
cost of required course-related books. 

 

ATTENTION!!! 
The Green Light has 
gone GREEN and all 

future issues will 
only be distributed 

electronically. 
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Academic Calendar 
 

July 5th:  Holiday Independence 
Day 

 
July 16th: Last day to drop with 

record or withdraw 
 
 

 
 

 

RECRUITING CALENDAR 
 

BASEBALL 
July 1 – July 31: Contact 

 
MEN’S BASKETBALL 

July 1 – 5: Quiet 
July 6 – 15: Evaluation Period 

July 16 – 21: Dead Period 
July 22 – 31: Evaluation Period  

 
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 

July 1 – 5: Quiet 
July 6 – 15: Evaluation Period 

July 16 – 21: Dead Period 
July 22 – 31: Evaluation Period  

**Exception July 8 – 31: Evaluation 
Period for Hawaii and any state that 
plays their high school basketball in 

the spring.** 
 

FOOTBALL 
July 1 – 31: Quiet 

 
VOLLEYBALL 

July 1 – July 31: Contact 
 

SOFTBALL 
July 1 – July 31: Contact 

 
OTHER SPORTS 

Please check online at: 
http://web1.ncaa.org/web_files/A

MA/recruiting_calendars/DI/Text/O
therSports.pdf 

 
Word Search ANSWERS 

 

1 Thirty; 2. Tangible; 3. Caffeine;      
4. Second; 5. San Francisco;            
6. Required; 7. Institution;              
8. Unofficial; 9. Permanently;        
10. Summit 
 

 
  

NCAA Once Again Eyes the Gambling Problem: 
By Chad Millman – ESPN Magazine 
 
Thirty percent.  Sometimes it's just a number. But every once in a while, 30% can make you say, 
"Uh-oh." Sometimes three in 10 feels more like the start of an upward trend, the edge of a 
strengthening wave. For example, a recent survey of more than 4,800 Americans concluded that 
nearly 30% of us drive while texting. In December 2008, a study of 29,000 high school students 
revealed that 30% had stolen something in the previous year. And then there is this: Nearly 30% of 
a sample of male college athletes say they bet on sports. Uh-oh.  
 
Last November the NCAA released the results of the most comprehensive examination of student-
athletes' gambling habits ever compiled. The anonymous, 96-question survey, developed in 
conjunction with quantitative research scientists, was sent to more than 1,000 NCAA institutions -- 
D1 through D3 -- in the fall of 2008. And more than 19,000 student-athletes responded. It was the 
second time the NCAA had done this. In 2004, an equally massive survey asked athletes about all 
forms of risky behavior. "We learned that, unlike sex and drinking, gambling wasn't discussed as 
much by coaches or by us," says the NCAA's gambling czar, Rachel Newman-Baker. "So, we spent a 
few years focusing our educational efforts, then did a survey solely about gambling." 
 
The NCAA is again stressing the importance of educating Student-Athletes about the issues 
surrounding sports wagering, and also looking to step up enforcement in the coming year.  That 
being said below is a review of the gambling bylaws and the sanctions that can come with 
violations. 
 
Defining Gambling 
The NCAA strictly prohibits student-athletes and athletics department's staff members from 
engaging in the following activities: 

 Soliciting a bet on any intercollegiate or professional team;  

 Accepting a bet on any team representing the institution;  

 Soliciting or accepting a bet on any intercollegiate or professional competition for any 
item (e.g. cash, shirt, dinner) that has tangible value;  

 Engaging in gambling activities that do not involve the outcome of contests (e.g., fantasy 
leagues, picking the top scorer);  

 Participating in any gambling activity that involves intercollegiate athletics or professional 
athletics through a bookmaker, a parlay card, or any other method employed by 
organized gambling;  

 Providing information to individuals involved in organized gambling activities concerning 
intercollegiate athletics competition; or  

 Engaging in activities designed to influence the outcome of an intercollegiate contest or in 
an effort to affect win-loss margins (i.e., "point shaving"). 

*Cash is not the only prohibited item to be used as a wager in gambling. It is also impermissible to 
bet with any other item that has tangible value, such as a shirt or a meal. Also, providing 
information about a student-athlete to individuals involved in organized gambling activities is 
considered participation in a gambling activity and is prohibited. 
Consequences Associated with Gambling 
The NCAA is very clear regarding their stance on gambling and the consequences associated with 
sports wagering. The moment a student-athlete is discovered to have made a bet of any kind on 
any college or professional sport or has given information to someone who does gamble, the 
following will occur: 

 Student-athlete’s involved in activities designed to influence the outcome or win/loss 
margins (i.e. point shaving) will be ruled permanently ineligible.  

 Student-athlete’s involved in accepting or soliciting bets on their own institution will be 
ruled permanently ineligible.  

 Student-athlete’s involved in any other type of sport wagering through organized 
gambling shall lose at least one-year of all eligibility. 

Another consequence of gambling is addiction. Student-athletes have been found to be 
particularly vulnerable when it comes to gambling due to their competitive nature and familiarity 
with the sports world. Many studies have shown compulsive gamblers constitute about 5 percent 
of the U.S. population, and 90 percent of compulsive gamblers place their first bet before the age 
of 14. Consequences of gambling go far beyond being deemed ineligible. Bankruptcy and prison 
are ultimately what’s at stake.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Brian DeVillers is in his third 

season as an assistant coach 

with the Fighting Sioux baseball 

program. 
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Coaching queries:  
 This month’s question comes from Assistant Baseball Coach Brian DeVillers. 

 

Question:  During an unofficial visit, what type of transportation is an institution 
allowed to provide to a prospect? 

Answer: During an unofficial visit, an institution may provide transportation on-
campus and only to view an off-campus practice and competition site in the 
prospect’s sport within a 30- mile radius of campus. 

 

 

 
Energy Drinks = Monster Problems 

Teen athletes will find caffeine buzz short-lived 
By Amy Howell 

With names such as Vault and slogans like "Go Full Throttle or go home," caffeine-
packed energy drinks conjure Olympic-sized feats of greatness. 

 

Teens, looking for a quick energy boost or a competitive edge, are guzzling them. 
 

Thirty-five percent of 12- to 17-year-olds say they consume energy drinks regularly, 
compared with just 15 percent of adults, according to Mintel, a Chicago market research 

firm. Mintel estimates the energy-drink market will reach $4.8 billion this year - a growth 

of 363 percent since 2003. 
 

But as high school sports teams in Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky start 
sweating it out during intense summer conditioning, nutritionists, trainers and coaches 

are warning student-athletes that fueling up with energy drinks can deplete - rather than 

enhance - their performance.  
 

NCAA rules 

High school athletes who are accustomed to drinking a couple cans of Monster a day 

may want to break their energy-drink habit before heading off to play in college.  

 
High levels of caffeine and many ingredients in energy drinks' "power blends" are banned 

by the NCAA, and most athletic departments advise students to avoid the drinks entirely. 
 

"We received a memo from NCAA over five years ago about not providing Red Bull to our 
students because it could cause them to test positive," says Maggie McKinley, director of 

compliance with the University of Cincinnati athletics department.  

 
Caffeine is considered a stimulant - and a banned drug - by the NCAA, if the 

concentration in an athlete's urine exceeds 15 micrograms per milliliter. The 
concentration will vary according to each athlete's size and gender and how much 

caffeine he or she has consumed in relation to other foods and fluids. 

 
Some other ingredients in the drinks - which may or may not be listed on the can - are 

banned in any amount.  
 

"It's very easy to test positive because a lot of those drinks and shakes you get over-the-

counter aren't regulated by the FDA, so nobody's requiring them to put all the 
ingredients on the label," McKinley says. 

 
One such stimulant, synephrine, is found in Speed Stack and Ripped Force drinks by 

ABB, and the Worldwide Extreme Thermo Rush drink. 
 

The NCAA's full list of banned substances can be found at 

www.ncaa.org/wps/ncaa?ContentID=283. 

http://www.ncaa.org/wps/ncaa?ContentID=283


 

 

Compliance Word Search 
Words can be forwards, backwards and diagonal. 

 

E S M N E N A N F I T Y U 

U E M O S A N U F L T O Y 

O C S I C N A R F N A S E 

R O I T H I R T Y H T N E 

N N C U N O F F I C I A L 

E D Y T S B S N S E S D B 

F U E I T F O U F A E F I 

N Y L T N E N F M R E P G 

C C N S N B A I I M U S N 

N O O N I C N U E C I A A 

P I E I D M Q N O R H T T 

F D N D I E G R I T O I Q 

I N S S R N M N T F U E E 
 

**Most of these answers can be obtained by reading the stories 

featured in the newsletter** 

1 Percentage of college athletes who have admitted they bet on sports 

2 Cash is not the only prohibited item to be used as a wager in gambling. It is also impermissible 
to bet with any other item that has _________ value, such as a shirt or a meal.  

3 _____________ is considered a stimulant - and a banned drug - by the NCAA 

4 The University of North Dakota finished ___________ in the inaugural Great West Conference 
Commissioner’s Cup Standings. 

5 University that was put on a 2 year probation, because of a textbook issue. 

6 A member institution may provide a student-athlete financial aid that covers the actual cost of 
________ course-related books. 

7 Student-athlete’s involved in accepting or soliciting bets on their own ___________ will be 
ruled permanently ineligible.  

8 During an ___________ visit, an institution may provide transportation on-campus and only to 
view an off-campus practice and competition site in the prospect’s sport within a 30- mile 
radius of campus. 

9 Student-athlete’s involved in activities designed to influence the outcome or win/loss margins 
(i.e. point shaving) will be ruled ____________ ineligible.  

10 The _________ League will begin evaluating the University of North Dakota for possible 
membership and could send officials for a campus visit by the end of the year. 


