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Division I Committee on Infractions Issues Decision on 

Ball State University 
 

INDIANAPOLIS---The NCAA Division I Committee on Infractions has penalized 

Ball State University for major violations involving the women’s tennis program.  The 

violations center on unethical conduct by the former head women’s tennis coach and 

the women’s tennis team exceeding playing and practice hour limitations. 

 

During the 2007 through 2009 fall semesters, the former head coach required 

women’s tennis student-athletes to participate in playing and practice hours that 

exceeded time limitations and failed to provide two calendar days off per week. At 

times, the former head coach did not record these activities on playing and 

practice logs. 

 

The former head coach also required the student-athletes to participate in 

mandatory athletic activities during the summer vacation period. Prior to the end 

of the spring 2009 semester, she provided women’s tennis student-athletes with a 12-

week conditioning program to be completed during the upcoming summer. 

Specifically, the student-athletes were directed to compete in at least 20 matches 

and report to the former head coach each Monday via e-mail with the details of 

their conditioning and results of their matches. The former head coach also sent 

individual text messages to student-athletes reminding them to report their activities 

over the summer, and she sent group e-mails to the team expressing her 

disappointment at the rate of the team’s reporting of training and match play. 

 

The former head coach also conducted impermissible tryouts for a current and 

three prospective student-athletes. In addition, the committee found the former head 

coach provided $250 in impermissible inducements to two prospective student-

athletes. 

 

The committee cited the former head coach with unethical conduct due to her request 

of student-athletes to provide false and misleading information during the 

investigation. 

 

The penalties are below:   

 Public reprimand and censure. 

 3 years of probation (July 14, 2010, to July 13, 2013). 

 3-year show-cause order for the former head coach 

• Reduction from 20 to 16 in the number of allowed countable athletically 

related activity (CARA) hours for women’s tennis during the remaining 20-hour 

segments of the 2009-10 academic year (self-imposed). 

• Reduction from 20 to 18 in the number of allowed CARA hours for the 

remaining 20-hour segments of the 2010-11 academic year (self-imposed). 
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Florida Gators, NCAA probe allegations 
By Pat Forde, ESPN.com 

 

Florida is internally investigating what sources described as an allegation that a 

representative of an agent paid Maurkice Pouncey, former Gators football 

standout, $100,000 between the Gators' loss to Alabama in the Southeastern 

Conference championship game and their season-ending Allstate Sugar Bowl 

victory over Cincinnati. Florida apprised the NCAA of the allegation after it 

became aware of it. 

 

ESPN NFL analyst Tim Hasselbeck says agents are breaking NCAA rules with 

players because it works. They know they can throw some money under the 

table to get three or four percent of a big NFL contract later. 

 

"We were made aware of some information in early June that we reported to law 

enforcement and we then shared with the NCAA and the SEC," athletic director 

Jeremy Foley said in a statement released Monday morning to ESPN.com. "At 

this time we have no information that has indicated that there are any compliance 

issues for the University of Florida." 

 

Pouncey, a standout offensive lineman who entered the NFL draft after his junior 

season and was taken in the first round by the Pittsburgh Steelers, played in the 

Sugar Bowl. If found to have accepted the alleged payment, he could be 

retroactively ruled ineligible for the game and Florida might have to vacate the 

victory. 

 

Two sources briefed on the anonymous letter sent to Florida told ESPN's Joe 

Schad that it was postmarked in Canada. Two sources also told Schad that the 

letter was accompanied by photographic evidence of an alleged runner for an 

agent in social situations with Pouncey and his brother Mike, including at two 

awards shows.  Mike Pouncey will be a senior offensive lineman with the Gators 

next season. 

 

Rachel Newman-Baker, director of the agent, gambling and amateurism 

department of the NCAA, said that her department is charged with investigating 

agents and how they involve themselves with college athletes. 

 

"Within the last several years we've been able to work on networking and 

building relations, and getting people to trust us," Newman-Baker said. "And if 

people believe that their information will be acted upon, they're more willing to 

communicate. We've tried to reach out to as many people in sports communities 

as we can to help us. Professional leagues, player associations, agents and 

advisers have all been willing to cooperate with us." 

 

She said her department tries to educate athletes and make them aware of the 

consequences of interacting with agents. 

 

"I think it takes two approaches," she said. "They have to understand the rules, 

and they have to understand what will happen if they make a bad choice or bad 

decision." 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Recruiting Calendar 
 

BASEBALL 
August 1-31: Contact 

 
MEN’S BASKETBALL 

August 1-31: Quiet 
 

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
August 1-31: Quiet 

 
FOOTBALL 

August 1-31: Quiet 
 

VOLLEYBALL 
August 1-31: Contact 

 
SOFTBALL 

August 1-31: Contact 
 

OTHER SPORTS 
Please check online at: 

http://web1.ncaa.org/web_fi
les/AMA/recruiting_calenda

rs/2010/DI/Text/Other.pdf 
 

 
 
 

Academic Calendar 
 

Monday, August 23 
Beginning of instruction,  

4 p.m. 
 

 

http://sports.espn.go.com/ncf/clubhouse?teamId=333
http://sports.espn.go.com/ncf/clubhouse?teamId=2132
http://sports.espn.go.com/nfl/clubhouse?team=pit


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

UND in  
Home Action 

 
 

Women’s 
Soccer 

 
August 21 

Alumni Game 2 p.m. 

 
August 27 

Drake 4 p.m. 
 

August 29 
Green Bay 1 p.m. 

 
 

Women’s 
Volleyball 

 
UND TOURNAMENT 

August 27 
San Jose State 1 p.m. 

Gonzaga 7 p.m. 
 

August 28 
Cal-State Bakersfield  

12 p.m. 
Drake 7:30 p.m. 
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Solving the Unsolvable Agent Problem  
 

by Compliance Guy (From the Bylaw Blog) 

If you had to rank the NCAA Bylaws in terms of importance, Bylaw 10.1 (ethical conduct) 

is by far the most important. Bylaw 10.3, the ban on sports wagering is a solid number two. 

But Bylaw 12.3.1 (the ban on having an agent) and Bylaw 12.3.1.2 (the ban on receiving 

benefits from agents) definitely combine to round out the top 3. 

The Division I Student-Athlete Reinstatement Guidelines, offers the reason why having an 

agent is one of the most serious NCAA offenses: 

The NCAA, as an amateur organization, separates itself from the professional model of 

athletics. In this separation, participation in athletics for individuals competing for NCAA 

Division I institutions or who wish to compete for a Division I institution should be 

motivated primarily by education and by the physical, mental and social benefits derived 

from such participation. An individual who engages in activities that clearly 

professionalizes him or her will be deemed permanently ineligible for Division I athletics. 

While the Guidelines go on to lump signing a professional contract or receiving pay to 

participate in the sport with agent violations, agreements and benefits from agents have 

always been seen as a more serious problem.  It can be argued that someone can be paid 

compensation to participate in a sport and still be considered an amateur if they are 

motivated primarily by the benefits the NCAA mentions. When you agree to allow 

someone to help you get the greatest monetary benefit from your athletic skill, it’s pretty 

clear what your primary motivation is. 

With the NCAA getting better or cracking down, depending on how you look at it, 

institutions are left with two choices.  One choice might sound ludicrous but actually isn’t 

nearly as insane as it sound: continue business as usual until something comes up on 

campus. And if Florida does not suffer significant penalties, it would send a strong message 

that the NCAA is after the agents, not the schools, unless the schools are complicit in 

allowing the agent activity. 

But the more prudent course of action is to step up monitoring of possible agent activity 

and extra benefits. Contrary to popular belief, it doesn’t mean babysitting star athletes 24/7. 

It means demanding more documentation from athletes for big ticket items like cars, off-

campus housing, and trips to tryout with professional teams. It means making passes of 

student-athlete profiles on social networking sites. Certainly it’s more work, but not an 

excessive amount.  While student-athletes may lie or keep their mouths shut, more frequent 

meetings with star players and requiring them to sign declarations that they have not 

received benefits or going over documentation of major purchases at the very least tells 

everyone involved that the athletic department takes this issue very seriously, and is 

infinitely more likely to turn over useful information than throwing your hands up. 

The agent problem was long thought to be a Gordian knot: an unsolvable puzzle. Like 

Alexander the Great, the NCAA was unable to untie the knot, in this case find a way to 

keep agents away from student-athletes and campuses. Rather than giving up, the NCAA 

decided to just cut the knot in half, i.e. investigate and punish universities and student-

athletes consistently and severely enough that it is no longer worth it for players to accept 

benefits from agents and for universities to ignore it. It might seem like a costly fight as 

athletes become ineligible and championships are vacated, but for the first time it appears 

the NCAA finally has the upper hand on the agents. For now at least.  

a 

http://web1.ncaa.org/web_files/AMA/SAR/Division%20I%20Guidelines.pdf

