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East Carolina University Case Includes Unethical 
Conduct Violations 

INDIANAPOLIS--- East Carolina University committed unethical conduct violations involving 

academic fraud by four baseball student-athletes and a women’s tennis student-athlete, according 

to findings by the Division I Committee on Infractions. Two of the baseball student-athletes also 

violated ethical conduct rules when they provided false and misleading information to the school 

regarding their involvement. 

Each of the involved student-athletes, including the women’s tennis student-athlete who the 

university employed as a tutor, represented the university in competition while ineligible. 

Penalties in this case include probation and a vacation of records, among others. 

While working as academic tutor in the athletics department, the involved women’s tennis 

student-athlete wrote papers for the four baseball student-athletes, who submitted the work as 

their own. This academic fraud included writing a paper for two of the student-athletes, eight 

papers for another and five papers plus a PowerPoint presentation for a fourth student-athlete. 

In addition, two of the baseball student-athletes provided false and misleading information to the 

university during three separate interviews. In both cases, these student-athletes did not 

acknowledge their involvement in academic fraud until they were interviewed by the NCAA 

enforcement staff. 

Penalties Imposed: 
 Public reprimand and censure. 

 One year of probation from May 19, 2011, through May 18, 2012. 

 Two student-athletes were ruled ineligible for competition for the remainder of the 

2009-10 baseball season and the entire 2010-11 season. 

 The three remaining involved student-athletes were ruled permanently ineligible and 

removed from the baseball and women’s tennis teams. 

 Vacation of all wins in which the four baseball student-athletes competed during the 

2009-10 season and women’s tennis student-athlete competed during the spring 2010 

season. 

Read More: 
http://www.ncaa.org/wps/wcm/connect/ncaa/ncaa/media+and+events/press+room/news+release+archive/2011/infractions

/20110519+east+carolina+university?pageDesign=old+news+releases+template 

 
NCAA Bylaw:  

Title:19.5.2(g)(4),(h) – Major Violations (Adopted:  4/28/11 for any institution that receives a notice of 

inquiry after 4/28/11).   

Academic fraud can lead to prohibition against playing a particular sport and vacation 
of individual and team records. 
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RECRUITING CALENDAR 
 

BASEBALL 
June 1 – June 30: Contact 

 
MEN’S BASKETBALL 

June 1 – June 30: Quiet  
 

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
June 1 – June 30: Quiet 

 
FOOTBALL 

June 1 – June 30: Quiet 
 

VOLLEYBALL 
June 1 – June 30: Contact 

 
SOFTBALL 

June 1 – June 9: Dead 
June 10 – June 30: Contact 

 
OTHER SPORTS 

Please check online at: 
http://web1.ncaa.org/web_files
/AMA/recruiting_calendars/DI/

Text/OtherSports.pdf 
 
 

 
  

On Tuesday May 10
 
the NCAA held a seminar that placed journalists into the role of NCAA investigators. 

 
30 media members were assigned to conduct a mock investigation of a university after receiving a tip that 
alleged academic fraud. The basic synopsis is that an ex-girlfriend of a player alleged that a tutor and/or 
head coach gave players answers to tests in a sociology class. The woman would not identify herself but 
did agree to provide a copy of one of the answer keys to the investigator. In the end she did not, meaning 
any cases against the school or individuals would be circumstantial.  The goal was to determine whether 
an actual allegation existed and then to figure out how to proceed with the investigation. The NCAA’s 
Committee on Infractions then weighed the evidence presented by the investigators against the defense 
of the coach and school. It was found that the tutor, coach and school were guilty of violations.  
 
Here is Bill Rabinowitz view on the process:  

1. The NCAA is limited by its lack of subpoena power. Players and coaches at schools that belong to the 
NCAA are required to cooperate with investigators. But those no longer at a school aren't, and the NCAA 
has no leverage to force them to. In our fictional case, the tutor had graduated. He answered questions by 
NCAA investigators, presumably to defend the coach. But he did not bother to appear at the committee 
hearing that determined his fate. The NCAA also cannot use anonymous information. The ex-girlfriend's 
original allegation was never presented as evidence. It is, however, permissible to use such a charge as the 
spark for an investigation. 

2. The NCAA investigations department and the NCAA Committee on Infractions are separate entities. The 
infractions committee is made up of volunteers from NCAA schools. They are not technically part of the 
NCAA other than with their role as arbiters of violations. "I don't know any way to explain it other than to 
say we are totally separate," said Andrea Myers, athletic director emeritus at Indiana State and a former 
committee member. "There's no discussion between us and them other than in the hearing." Emmert said 
it's understandable that the average observer believes that "it's all just one big bundle of compliance," but 
that is not the reality. 

3. The NCAA enforcement staff is smaller than you'd think. The current staff consists of about 50 
investigators. Emmert said he intends to hire more staff, in part to free investigators to spend more time 
on the road visiting colleges. With such a small staff, the NCAA may use information from outside sources 
to provide the onus to start an investigation - media reports, message boards, Facebook, Twitter, etc. 

4. The burden of proof is that of a civil case, not a criminal one. An accused individual or university must be 
found guilty based on "clear and convincing evidence," but the certainty of guilt does not have to rise to 
the level of "beyond a reasonable doubt." 

5. There's a reason a typical investigation takes almost a year and the entire process considerably longer. 
One part of the seminar was devoted to figuring out the sequence of interviews we wanted to pursue and 
the timing of document requests. The NCAA knows that targets will try to protect themselves by circling 
the wagons. So a common strategy of investigators is to work from the outside in and slowly build a case. 
That can take time, particularly when witnesses are reluctant to cooperate. 

6. The infractions committee understands that perfect compliance with NCAA rules is difficult, but a good-
faith effort is essential in escaping major penalties. 

"Anybody that's done compliance on a campus can tell you it's not an easy job," said Josephine Potuto, a 
former infractions committee chair who served in that role Tuesday. "No matter how many fingers you 
have in all the holes in the dike, something can ooze out from somewhere else. You can't be everywhere. 
You can't do everything. "The committee understands that perfectly. If the institution is doing a 
reasonably good job and finds out (about a violation) and turns it in, sure, that's positive." And how 
persuasive to the infractions committee is a school's contention that "a rogue coach" can commit a 
violation without anyone's knowledge? "You're limited by the record and the information you have," 
Potuto said. "You're entitled to draw reasonable inferences from the information. But you can't go out on 
a fishing expedition because you think, 'Jeez, it's only one person and how could this be?'" 

7. Emmert wants to create more classifications of violation. The NCAA has two categories - major and 
secondary. Emmert would like to add as many as three more to more accurately describe the severity of 
violations. "Then we could maybe manage the cases a little more expeditiously," he said. "I think it makes 
more sense than just having misdemeanor and capital offense." But Emmert added that he believes 
punishments in general must have more teeth. "We need to make sure that our penalty structure and our 
enforcement process impose a thoughtful level of concern - and even fear - that the cost of violating rules 
exceeds the benefit," he said. "When we have people doing a cost-benefit analysis in their own mind 
(thinking) 'If I get caught, the penalty won't be too great' - that is not where you want to be." 

Entire Story can be found here 
by Bill Rabinowitz 
 
TEXT of Enforcement 
Experience 

http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/sports/stories/2011/05/15/mock-case-shines-light-on-ncaas-process.html?sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/sports/stories/2011/05/15/mock-case-shines-light-on-ncaas-process.html?sid=101
http://s3.amazonaws.com/ncaa/web_video/enforcement/experience/enf_exp_cil.html
http://s3.amazonaws.com/ncaa/web_video/enforcement/experience/enf_exp_cil.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Brian DeVillers is in his 

third season as an 

assistant coach with the 

Fighting Sioux baseball 

program.   

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Coaching queries: 
 This month’s question comes from Assistant Baseball Coach Brian DeVillers. 

 

Question: What is a Nonqualifier not eligible for? 

Answer: According to Bylaw 14.3 a Nonqualifier cannot compete, are not allowed four 

complimentary admissions for home or away contests in the SA’s sport, cannot receive 

Institutional awards or banquets-expenses/meals, practice, student host, be a team manager 

or travel with the team.  

 

 
 
 

 
NCAA rules violations are not only costing schools playoff 

appearances, embarrassment, and abandoning wins, but also costing 
coaches, and programs major money.  Take the Boise State story for 
example:  In a rules infraction that granted 63 athletes throughout 
football, men’s and women’s tennis, and men’s and women’s track and 
field with a combined total of $4,934 in impermissible benefits, the school 
has spent over $200k for outside compliance expertise and legal guidance 
regarding NCAA policies and procedures.  All monies paid for outside 
counsel has come from athletic department revenue.  The cost of outside 
counsel does not include a potential fine to be handed down by the NCAA.   

 
For the complete story, click  
 

NCAA rules violations are also making their way into coaches’ 
personal bank accounts.  The Ohio State University announced that 
football coach Jim Tressel will pay his own legal fees while fighting the 
NCAA in court over the recent program violations at OSU.  This could be a 
ground breaking move by OSU as they set the precedent of making 
coaches pay for their mistakes.  Tressel has hired renowned lawyer Gene 
Marsh, who has served on the NCAA infractions committee.  Tressel who 
already has t serve a 5 game suspension this fall and pay a $250k fine, 
will also take a substantial hit paying his own legal fees. 
 
 For the complete story click   
 

Jim Calhoun’s difficulties continued recently with UConn losing two 
scholarships for the upcoming season due to a poor Academic 
Performance Rating. The rating was an 893 which was below the NCAA 
minimum of 925.  The poor rating personally affects Calhoun as well. He 
has to donate $100,000 to the UConn scholarship fund due to a clause in 
his contract, and he will have to forfeit his postseason bonus of $87,500.  
 
For the complete story click  
 
 
 

http://www.ktvb.com/sports/BSU-released-cost-of-NCAA-investigation-121806659.html
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/campusrivalry/post/2011/05/jim-tressel-ohio-state-ncaa-legal-bills/1
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/campusrivalry/post/2011/05/jim-tressel-ohio-state-ncaa-legal-bills/1
http://sports.espn.go.com/ncb/news/story?id=6571897


 

 

 
 Compliance Word 

Search 
 

Y V W P O W E P A S L 

A C A R I M I Y B E L 

T O C M W N M X I A A 

T O B A K C O A K T B 

E R E H N S O M T T T 

W R W Y L U J X C L E 

K R A F T L C U J E K 

H L T L B M X K L L S 

S S E R G O R P S Y A 

R O D R I G U E Z N B 

Words can be forwards, backwards and diagonal. 

 

 

 

 

 

1 1994 was the last time the ________ played for the Stanley Cup before 2011. 
2 Since 1979 the NBA championship has been won by L.A. Lakers, Philadelphia, Boston, Detroit, 

Chicago, Houston, San Antonio, Miami and ____________ 

3 The UND Baseball Team hosted the Great West Tournament at _______ field .  
4 Former Twins First Baseman Doug Mientkiewicz was high school baseball teammates with what 

current MLB All-Star Third Baseman. 
5 NCAA Legislation 11.1.5 forbids the use of ___________ during practice and competition. 
6 APR stands for Academic ____________ Mark. 
7 Chicago State’s __________ program was banned from the NCAA Tournament. 
8 All renewals and non-renewals of financial aid must be made by _____ 1st. 
9 UND’s official colors are Green and ______ 

 

 


