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     Brian and Dean Kraft, sons of the late 
Harold “Pinky” Kraft, together with other 
UND baseball Letterwinners, former players, 
coaches, and staff, desiring to invest in the 
ongoing growth and development of the 
baseball program at the University of North 
Dakota, have established The Harold “Pinky” 
Kraft Baseball Endowment within the UND 
Foundation.         
     At the discretion of the head baseball 
coach and in cooperation with the director 
of athletics, allocations from this endowment 
may fund scholarships for UND players 
and / or help fund the priority needs of the 
baseball program.         
     Contributions to The Harold “Pinky” Kraft 
Baseball Endowment can be made through 
the UND Foundation.

      Harold “Pinky” Kraft’s contributions to UND baseball reach far beyond his coaching talents, career 
wins and conference championships. Coach Kraft’s passion for the game is still felt in the community 
today, decades after he revived UND’s long-dormant varsity baseball program in 1956. With a strong 
love for and dedication to baseball, Coach Kraft immediately helped make UND’s varsity baseball 
program successful. Coach Kraft led his teams to win two North Central Conference Championships in 
1962 and 1967, with the 1967 Sioux team taking second place in the NCAA Midwest regional baseball 
tournament. Five of Coach Kraft’s former Sioux athletes also signed professional baseball contracts.

The mark Coach Kraft left on baseball goes far beyond the perimeters of the UND campus and 
the community.  In 1967 he was selected as district coach of the year. He also served as president 
of the 2,500-member American Baseball Coaches Association and was a member of the NCAA 
Baseball Committee, the governing body of support. Over the years Coach Kraft held numerous other 
Committee assignments and offices within that organization as well.
      Coach Kraft served as president of the North Dakota Amateur Baseball League and was also 
inducted into the Collegiate Baseball Hall of Fame, the North Dakota Baseball Hall of Fame, the 
UND Athletic Hall of Fame, and the North Central 
Conference Hall of Fame.
      Coach Kraft’s impact on UND baseball is 
immeasurable. He was a professional coach who was 
concerned with wins and losses, but more importantly, 
Coach Kraft cared about the individual success and 
well-being of each and every one of his athletes.
       He was head baseball coach at UND and served as 
intramural director up until his death on June 10, 1981.  
He is remembered as a caring friend, talented coach 
and a baseball legend.  

“We are very excited about the Pinky 
Kraft Endowment. Dad was very proud 
of the baseball program and had a 
special place in his heart for all of his 
players. This endowment will help 
sustain and grow the baseball program 
that he helped start over 50 years ago.”

-Brian and Dean Kraft
Sons of Pinky Kraft

Harold “Pinky” Kraft

(From left) Scott Hewitt, Coach Pinky Kraft, 
Mark Ackerman
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Fighting Sioux Baseball ... 
The Tradition Lives On

‘67 Conference Champions

‘93 Central Region Champions

NCAA-II World Series appearance

(From left) Terry Hjelmstad, 

Dick Dehn, and Marv Cooley, ‘66

(From left) Frank Walter, Tom Holland,      
Alex Cooley, and Coach Kraft, ‘68

Sioux baseball team after setting the 
school record for wins in ‘98.

The ‘04 team - NCC champions, 

advanced to the NCAA-II regional 

tournament. 

(Clockwise from back) 

Derek Solberg, Brian Kraft, 

Tom Robinson (front) Kevin Bittner, 

Marcel Sluke, ‘85 

“In the profession of coaching college 
athletics, there are two essential challenges.  
One is to build a winning program, the 
other is to sustain a winning program.  With 
this philosophy in mind, the priority needs 
fund was instituted to help subsidize, but 
not replace, the operating budget of the 
University of North Dakota baseball program. 
It is my hope that this priority needs fund can 
be maintained at such a level to help create 
a ‘level playing field’ for the UND baseball 
program against all competitors. This fund 
will help to ensure that any resources needed 
to establish and maintain a successful 
baseball program are realistic and attainable. 
These gifts have already had a tremendous 
impact on the Fighting Sioux baseball 
program.” 

 -Kelvin Ziegler
  UND Head Baseball Coach

1956 - After a 36-year hiatus, varisty baseball returns 
to UND.  Coached by Harold “Pinky” Kraft, the team 
opens its season at Bemidji Teachers College, losing 
3-1 and 2-1.  

1962 - Coach Kraft’s seventh season proves to be his 
most successful. UND finishes 9-7-1 overall against 
hard-hitting Midwest competition. For the first time, 
the Fighting Sioux baseball team is NCC conference 
co-champions.

1965 - Several excellent veterans return to the team 
including Marv Cooley, Terry Hjelmstad, Ron Bergh, 
Jim Sanborn, Dich Dehn, and basketball legend, Phil 
Jackson, a lefthander whose long arms provide him 
with a confusing motion as he uncoils during his 
pitching delivery.

1967 - The Sioux win the NCC and play in the NCAA 
After several tough years, Coach Kraft comes up with 
the big winner.  A major reason for the success is five 
outstanding pitchers ... an essential in a short season.

1976 - Coach Kraft is elected president of the           
1,500-member American Association of College 
Baseball Coaches. He later also serves on the NCAA 
Baseball Rules Committee.  Kraft’s status on two 
of the highest posts in baseball brings national 
recognition to UND and its athletic programs.

1981 - Coach Kraft dies suddenly June 10, 1981, 
of a stroke.  His death saddens players and fans 
everywhere. Terry Hjelmstad is named head baseball 
coach.

1984 - Pinky Kraft’s son, Brian, is named head 
baseball coach.

1987 - UND takes second in the NCC northern 
division with an overall record of 27-22 for the 
season.  This was the first time the Sioux had 
advanced to the play-offs in20 years.

1993 - Led by Coach Gene Roebuck, UND 
heads to the NCAA Division II World Series, 
compiling a 29-14-1 overall record. At the 
World Series, the Sioux lose to defending 
national champion Tampa 10-6, and then 
lose to Mansfield (Pa.) 9-6.

1994 - Kelvin Ziegler leads his first team 
as head coach. Ziegler would go on to 
be UND’s all-time win leader, surpassing 
Pinky Kraft in 2003.

1998 - The Sioux sets a single-season 
record 37 wins this season, 14 of which 
come consecutively.

2004 - UND advances to the NCAA north 
central regional for the first time since 
1993.  With a record of 37-18, the Sioux 
finish first in the conference. J.J. Scheving 
sets six single-season pitching records this 
year.


